

















PUPILS LEAD ON PRESERVING DUNES

By Eleasha Jones from
Marshside Primary School

Pupils at Birkdale Primary are being given the opportunity to help
develop their local area as part of the ‘My Coast, My Future’ project.

The pupils are developing ideas to be included in the future
management of the Birkdale Hills and look at how people would
like to use the site in the future with improved access. Part of the
project will see areas of scrub being removed to open up the dunes
and the creation of ponds to benefit the wildlife. The scrub is
currently inhibiting access to the dunes and using up too much of
the water that would other wise support local habitats, particularly
during hotter summer months.

Fiona Sunners from the Sefton Coast and Countryside Ranger
Service visited the Year 4 class to hear some of the childen’s ideas
for the site. These included pupil produced guides to the wildlife on
site through both notice boards and internet based downloadable
resources such as podcasts to act as a tour of the area and

fun games such as animal bingo.

Speaking about the project, one of 19 in the successful Landscape
Partnership Scheme Heritage Lottery Programme, Fiona said: “It is
really important that the children feel that this is their project. As
well as Birkdale Primary, we will be working with a number of other
local primary schools and high schools to ensure true community
engagement. It's vital we get across the message at a young age
that we all have a part to play in the protection of our coastline.”

At Marshside Primary School,
we are in a unique situation
being a school that has an
RSPB nature reserve on our
doorstep. Superior views can
be seen when looking across
fields of grasslands and
marshes.

After meeting with Graham
Clarkson, warden from the
RSPB, on Marshside's
observation platform we
discussed how the serious
issue of climate change

could effect what we can view
there in the years to come.

Particular species of birds
that can be expected this
year are the Avocets.
Marshside had none prior to the year 2000, but have recently gained
up to 40 breeding pairs! They are typically found in warm climates,
traditionally bred in East Anglia, Holland and France, but we have
now seen a dramatic increase in numbers here. The other species
breeding in important numbers at Marshside include Redshanks and
Lapwings.

Our eco reporter Eleasha studys the reserve with
Graham Clarkson from the RSPB

Graham said: "Some species that breed or migrate through here
and winter in Africa, such as Yellow Wagtail, Cuckoo and Whinchat
are decreasing in number, this may be because of desertification in
the African wintering grounds.”

Climate change could affect future bird numbers, but it is difficult to
know if it will happen quickly or over a long period of time. The
RSPB and other conservation organisations monitor the impact of
climate change through regular surveys and keep records of this
data. Graham commented: “There are no catastrophic bird
population crashes yet, but some could be just around the corner.
Unfortunately, some species won't be able to adapt and change.
Marshside is a major stop-over point for many species, so climate
change could have an impact, with us seeing different species, types
and numbers.”

EDUCATING ON MITIGATION TECHNIQUES to study the changes on the coastline over

the last hundred years.
Classes from St. Benedict's College in
Liverpool have been visiting the Southport
Eco Centre as part of a long-term project
looking at energy uses, specifically how we
use energy and how the world around us
can create it.

Using the centre as a stimuli to help the
visiting students foster a clear and

concise understanding of how our own
energy choices can shape the world around
us, the two day visit also includes a tour of
the Southport seafront and surrounding area tasks straight away.”

David Wright, Science teacher and organiser
of the project, said: “Our aim is to embed a
thematic scheme of work for year 7 on
Global Dimension, using Energy and Water
as a learning platform. On the first visit to
the centre | didn’t know what to expect and
more importantly whether it would meet the
needs and standards to fulfil the educational
development of all our pupils. This
un-expectation was short lived as all the
pupils enagaged into all the activities and

The pupils embraced sustainable
travel for the day, travelling to the
centre by both train and bus.

“If | evaluated the experience,” David
said, “| can only say that the pupils
have learnt and developed the
knowledge that they would not be

| able to understand in the standard
classroom format, as there is
nothing better than learning with a
hands-on approach in a very
comfortable and safe environment.”

St. Philips Primary school in Litherland used a
trip to learn more about how climate change is
affecting the Formby Coastline to also teach
the children the benefits of sustainable
transport, by using the train, bus and the power
of their own feet!

Paul McCabe, Year 4 teacher at the school and
the co-ordinator of the school's travel plan,
highlighted the benefits of using public
transport for the trip: “In teaching the children
the problems of a changing climate, its
important they consider all aspects of their
lifestyle, particularly how they travel. We need
to foster a good understanding of how the
choices they make now, and further into their
adult life, can have an impact on the future of
both their local and global environment.”
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